Symptoms in schizophrenic syndromes in relation to age, sex, duration of illness and number of previous hospitalizations.
In studies by means of the Swedish version of the Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale, we have demonstrated a 5-factor model of schizophrenia, including positive, negative, excited, anxious/depressive and cognitive factors. In this study, the 5 factors were correlated with background factors in a series comprising 140 patients with schizophrenic syndromes. None of the 5 factors revealed any significant age or sex differences. The positive factor correlated positively with the number of previous hospitalizations and the negative factor correlated negatively. The excited factor correlated negatively with age at onset, age at first hospitalization and positively with the duration of the illness and the number of previous hospitalizations. The cognitive factor correlated negatively with age at onset and age at first hospitalization and positively with the duration of the illness. Age at onset was positively correlated with delusions, excitement, unusual thought content and poor impulse control and negatively with lack of spontaneity. The duration of illness correlated positively with excitement, difficulty in abstract thinking and mannerisms. The number of previous hospitalizations correlated positively with delusions, excitement, unusual thought content and poor impulse control and significant negative correlations were demonstrated as concerns blunted affect and lack of spontaneity.